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INTRODUCTION to The EXHIBIT CHEAPBOOKS 

 
The idea for the Exhibit Cheapbooks started during sessions at the annual Association of Science-
Technology Centers (ASTC) Conference with the purpose of sharing “cheap” exhibit ideas and creating 
a written record of how to replicate these simple and successful exhibit components.   
 
The first “Cheapbook” was compiled and edited by Paul Orselli and published by ASTC in 1995. 
Subsequent volumes appeared in 1999, 2004, and 2014. 
 
The Exhibit Cheapbooks have always celebrated the “worldwide” nature of museums.  You will find 
varied exhibit ideas from museum colleagues from around the world inside each volume. Sincere 
thanks to everyone who has shared their ideas and expertise!  And special thanks to ASTC for allowing  
all the Exhibit Cheapbooks material to be shared freely online.  
 
Think of these Cheapbook entries not as detailed shop drawings, but rather as creative jumping-off 
points for your own exhibit building. 
  
Have fun! 
 
 
 
 
Paul Orselli, Chief Instigator 
POW! (Paul Orselli Workshop, Inc.) 
1684 Victoria Street 
Baldwin, NY 11510 
< paul@orselli.net > 
 
 
Disclaimer 
The exhibits and other descriptions of equipment in The Exhibit Cheapbooks have been compiled using 
reliable sources, representing the best opinion on the subject as of their publication dates. However, 
no warranty, guarantee, or representation is made by the contributors, the editor, nor ASTC, nor any 
other entity as to the correctness or sufficiency of any information herein. Neither the contributors, 
the editor, ASTC, nor any other entity assumes any responsibility or liability for the use of information 
herein, nor can it be assumed that all necessary warnings and precautionary measures are contained in 
this publication. 
 
 
Credit 
The Exhibit Cheapbooks, Volumes 1-4, compiled and edited by Paul Orselli and originally published by 
ASTC. Copyright © Association of Science and Technology Centers, Washington, DC, www.astc.org. 
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Gravel Travel 
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Moon Crater Shadows 
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Pointillism: Stick-it 
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The Sound of a Rubber Band 
 

78 
   

Page 22



The Sound of a Rubber Band 
 

79 
   

Page 23



The Sound of a Rubber Band 
 

80 
   

Page 24



Trashketball 
 

81 
   

Page 25



Trashketball 
 

82 
   

Page 26



Trashketball 
 

83 
   

Page 27



Trashketball 
 

84 
   

Page 28



Trashketball 
 

85 
   

Page 29



Trashketball 
 

86 
   

Page 30



Wind Tunnel 

87 
   

Page 31



Wind Tunnel 

88 
   








Page 32




